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Washington, D.C. &ndash; Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), Congressman Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), and
Congressman Vito Fossella (R-NY) released the following joint statement today after they formally introduced H.R. 3543,
the 9/11 Health and Compensation Act.  (Click here for a full copy of the bill.
http://www.house.gov/nadler/wtc/docs/110_HR3543.pdf )  Maloney, Nadler, and Fossella were joined by 46 other
Members of Congress in introducing the bill, including Reps. Ackerman, Arcuri, Timothy Bishop, Capps, Clarke, Crowley,
Engel, Ferguson, Fortuno, Garrett, Gillibrand, John Hall, Hare, Higgins, Hinchey, Holden, Holt, Israel, Jackson Lee, Peter
King, Kuhl, John Lewis, Lowey, Lynch, Carolyn McCarthy, McHugh, McNulty, Meeks, George Miller, Pascrell, Rangel,
Reynolds, Ruppersberger, Rush, Linda Sanchez, Serrano, Shays, Shea-Porter, Slaughter, Chris Smith, Towns,
Velazquez, Walsh, Weiner, Woolsey, and Wynn. 







&ldquo;Our legislation will provide medical care and compensation to thousands of Americans who are suffering as the
direct result of an act of war.  We are proud that so many of our colleagues have joined us to support this cause.  This
bill&rsquo;s gathering momentum is recognition that the heroes of 9/11 have waited far too long for the care and
compensation they deserve.&rdquo;





The bipartisan Maloney-Nadler-Fossella legislation, which is strongly supported by the New York State AFL-CIO, would
ensure that everyone exposed to the toxins of Ground Zero has a right to be medically monitored and anyone who is sick
as a result has a right to treatment; expand care to the whole exposed community, including residents, area workers and
students, and to the thousands of people who came from across the country to respond to the 9/11 attacks; provide
compensation for economic damages and losses by reopening the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund; and build on the
expertise of the Centers of Excellence (currently at the FDNY, Mt. Sinai Hospital, Bellevue Hospital, Queens College,
SUNY Stony Brook, and the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey), which are providing high-quality health
care to thousands of responders.





The bill would also require the federal government to collect data about and research the extent and severity of WTC-
related illnesses.  Specifically, the legislation would establish and fund Coordinating Centers of Excellence to collect and
analyze data, coordinate outreach, and develop medical monitoring and treatment protocols; and require the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services to conduct or support research about conditions that may be WTC-related,
and about diagnosing and treating WTC-related conditions.









Summary of the Maloney-Nadler-Fossella 


9/11 Health and Compensation Act 












In general, the Maloney-Nadler-Fossella bill would:







    *    Ensure that everyone exposed to the Ground Zero toxins has a right to be medically monitored and all who are sick as
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a result have a right to treatment; 






    *    Build on the expertise of the Centers of Excellence, which are currently providing high-quality care to thousands of
responders and ensuring on-going data collection and analysis; 






    *    Expand care to the entire exposed community, which includes residents, area workers and school children as well as
the thousands of people from across the country who assisted with the recovery and clean-up effort; and 






    *    Provide compensation for economic damages by reopening the 9/11 Victim Compensation Fund.







Specifically, the Maloney-Nadler-Fossella bill would:







Establish the World Trade Center Health Program within the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH) to provide medical monitoring and treatment for WTC-related conditions to WTC Responders and WTC-area
Residents and other non-responders, with no cost sharing.  The program will be administered by the Director of NIOSH or
his designee.  The bill would also establish the WTC Health Program Steering Committee and the WTC Health Program
Scientific/Technical Advisory Committee.





Define &ldquo;Clinical Centers of Excellence&rdquo; and &ldquo;Coordinating Centers of Excellence&rdquo; with which
the program administrator enters into contracts.





Clinical Centers of Excellence provide monitoring and treatment.  They are FDNY, all members of the Mt. Sinai
coordinated consortium (currently Mt. Sinai, Queens College, SUNY Stony Brook, University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey), the WTC Environmental Health Center at Bellevue Hospital, and other facilities identified by the program
administrator in the future.





Coordinating Centers of Excellence collect and analyze uniform data; coordinate outreach, and develop the medical
monitoring and treatment protocols.  They are FDNY, Mt. Sinai, and the WTC Environmental Health Center at Bellevue
Hospital.





Provide Monitoring and Treatment for WTC Responders in NY area: If a responder is determined to be eligible for
monitoring based on the criteria provided for in the bill, then that responder has a right to medical monitoring that is paid
for by the program.  Once a responder is in monitoring, if the physician at a Clinical Center of Excellence diagnoses a
condition that is on the list of presumed WTC-related health conditions in the bill, then that responder has a right to
treatment for that condition that is paid for by the program.  NIOSH reviews these determinations and provides
certification of eligibility for ongoing treatment. The WTC program administrator may add a condition to the list of
presumed WTC-related health conditions, taking into account published findings and recommendations of the Clinical
Centers of Excellence, with the input of the WTC Health Program Steering Committee and the public. In addition, if the
physician diagnoses a condition that is not on the current list of presumed conditions, and finds that the condition is at
least as likely as not to be related to exposure at Ground Zero, then the program administrator, after review by an
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independent expert physician panel, can determine if the condition can be treated as a WTC-related condition.





Provide Monitoring and Treatment for WTC Responders outside of NY area:  The program administrator will establish a
nationwide network of providers so that eligible responders who live outside of the New York area can reasonable access
monitoring and treatment benefits near where they live.





Provide Monitoring and Treatment for the WTC area residents and other non-responders: Sets up the same framework
for monitoring and treatment eligibility and benefits as for Responders in the New York area, but provides for the program
administrator and the WTC Environmental Health Center at Bellevue Hospital to develop the appropriate monitoring
eligibility criteria and list of presumed WTC-related conditions, based on scientific and clinical evidence.





Provide for Research into Conditions: In consultation with the Program Steering Committee and under all applicable
privacy protections, HHS will conduct or support research about conditions that may be WTC-related, and about
diagnosing and treating WTC-related conditions.





Extend support for NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene programs: NIOSH would extend and expand support
for the World Trade Center Health Registry and provide grants for the mental health needs of individuals who are not
otherwise eligible for services under this bill.





Reopen the September 11 Victim Compensation Fund to provide compensation for economic damages and loss for
individuals who did not file before or became ill after the original December 22, 2003 deadline.  The bill would allow for
adjustment of previous awards if the Special Master of the fund determines the medical conditions of the claimant
warrants an adjustment, and amend eligibility rules so that responders to the 9/11 attacks who arrived later than the first
96 hours after the attacks could be eligible if they experienced illness or injury from their work at the site.









### 




Congressman Nadler

http://nadler.house.gov Powered by Joomla! Generated: 6 January, 2010, 03:13


